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THE BRASS RING.

Anna Holzman, fifty years old and
with the face nnd manners of a Gypsy,
lNved in a rented house In the out-
skirts of Augsberg. Anna moved in a
mysterious wuy und her neighbors
didn't know what to manke of uer.
She was always asking charlty, for one
thing, yet It was generally belleved
that she had saved a large sum of
money and had it hidden away some-
where,

The house she occupled was larger
than she needed, so she furnished a
large room and took two lodgers
voung men named George Rauschmuler
nnd Joseph Steiner.

It wus in April, 1821, that the neigh-
bors began to wonder where Anna
was, It occurred to them suddenly
that they hadn't seen her for two
weeks. Inquiry revealed the fact that
George and Joseph had changed thelr
lodgings, and they were hunted up and
questioned. They had no ldea where
the woman was, they sald, She had
disappeared suddenly and they sup-
posed she would be back In a day or
two; but time went on and she didn't
return, 8o they left the house, after re-
porting her absence to the landlord.
They were not much surprised by her
disappearance, they said, as she was
forever doing strange and unaccount-
able things. The neighbors knew that
this was true, so no suspiclon was
aroused.

Anna's brother appeared on the
gcene, and, after going through the
house with the officers, declared that
many small arflcles had begn stolen.
Here proceedings halted. It seemed
fmpossible to shed a ray of light upon
the mystery. Rauschmaler and Steln-
er were questioned over and over, but
all that they could tell was uninpor-
tant. .

Time passes at Augsberg, as else
where, and a new year was ushered In
before n solution of the problem «p-
peared. The house occupled by Anna
had stood vacant since her disappear-
ance and one day In January, 1822, a
laundress of the nelghborhood wanted
to dry some linen, and it occurred to
her that the garret of the vacant house
would be a good place.

She went into the house slyly but
calmly, with her basket, and ten min-
utes later she emerged from It as
though shot from a gun. She screnmed
“murder|” at the top of her voice, und
the neighborhood was aroused. She
had made a hideous discovery in the
old garret, nnd when she had told her
story the officers were sent for and a
procession climbed the stalrs of the
Holzman home, and proceeded Into the
attle. There the hody of the missing
woman was found, but in such a con-
dition that even the officers, who were
old soldlers, were shocked.

The unfortunate woman had been
dismembered. Portions of her body

were found In an old heap of rags In
one corner: another purt in the chim-
ney; gnother under a loose board In
floor. For
position had not occurred, and It was
ensy to identify the scattered body as
thut of Anna Holzman, sithough the
head had disappeared,

A medical officer found under n heap
of rubbish the left arm of the woman
It was doubled together at the elbow
Jolnt, and when he tried to straighten
it. n brass ring fell to the floor. It was
the first and only valuable cléw to the
The doctor ressoned that

the some reason decon

mariderer,
it hnd fallen from his finger while he
worked, and had been held in place on
the arm by muscular contruction, The
ring was turned over to the magistrate
who took churge of the case,

Steiner had disappeared, but
Rauschmater still lived In town and he
was arrested at once, although there
wns no other reason for connecting
him with the erime than the fact that
he was living In the house when. the
woman disappeared. He was not at
all disturbed by his arrest, In fact, be-
Ing possessed of a sense of humor, he
seomed much amused, and remarked
that the stupldity of the police was
ridiculons. He wus tuken to the
morgne and shown the remuins of the
woman, and muttered some words of
sorrow and sympathy., Not by the
quiver of an eyelush did he show any
symptom of gullt or unensiness. The
officers who nccompanied him on this
grisly errnnd were convinced that he
was Innocent.

He wns examined over and over by
the magistrate, and he never varied
from his original story, except that he

| large

|
He broke down and made & full con- |

fession.

He had falta in the stories fthas
Annn Holzmuan was rich, and hud » |
smn of woney concenled In her

He watched for n long
tme, snd finuly concluded that she
kept her inoney in & Strong chest which
wos slways carefully locked. Hisx orig
inal iden wns merely steul the
money, but he concluded after o thne
that this couldn’t be done without re
R0 he waited for

house. her

to

moving the womnn,
un opportuniiy.

One duy Steiner went out to be
gone a conshlerable time, nnd Ruausch
maler felt that his chance had come. |
fle stepped up behind the poor woiss f
nnd nig muscular hands |
wbhout her neecl. She was small nnd
wenk, nnd died In his hands with but
little struggle. Then he enrried lln-;
body to the garret and dismembered |
it and concealed the fragments, where
they had been found The hend he
threw into the canal. That hend had
heen found by a farmer shortly nfter
the erime, but he threw it back into
the canal, fearing It would get him
into trouble,

Having committed one of the most
colid-blooded murders ever recorded In
eriming! history, Rauschmuler went to
the chest to get his reward. The only
valunbles In the chest were #ight
kreutzers. So he hnd done his hideous
work for n few coppers.

Steltier waus found nnd testified for
the prosecution snd Rauschmaler wns
convicted, He wus sentenced to stand
in the pillory for several hours, and
then to have his head cut off with a
sword.  Appeals of clemency were

pluced his

admitted having stolen several small
articles before leaving the woman's
house. He was desperately hard up ul
the time, was his excuse,

At last the magistrate seemed dis-
cournged. He had lald all kinds of
traps for George, und they had falled.
The man couldn't be confused or rat-
tled by any manner of questioning.

So the magistrate sald: *I1 belleve
you are guilty, but it seewms impossible
to prove it, so 1 suppose you musi he
turned loose, but for the present the
court will retaln these aricles of
yours,"

The artleles were certain cheap
pleces of Jewelry which had been
found In Rauschmaler’s room after his
arrest. Among them the magistrute
had placed the bruss ring.

George protested at once against
this Injustice, The articles were his
own, and the court had no right to
keep them, He made a great fuss, and
the magistrate looked embarrassed and
dublous.

“You are positive these things are
your own?" he Inquired, Indifferently.

“Absolutely,” replled George,

“wThat brass ring, for instance?”

“It {s mine. 1 wore It for years.”

George slipped it on his finger, which
it fitted loosely.

“You have confessed !” sald the mag-
istrate, sternly.

The fuets were explained to him,
and the dllemma he found himself In
dig what all the questioning and
badgering had falled to accomplish.
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Asters and Grapes.

A birthday celebration In a country
cottage took place when the purple
asters grew in profusion by the road-
sides, The day called for a birthday
cake, and for decoratlons for the ta-
ble. The asters furnished the latter,
and thelr lovely tint suggested the
coloring for the cake. This was pro-
cured by the use of grape julce. The
bottled julce was used, belng added a
little ut a time to a beaten icing of
white of egg and sugar. When the
cake was put on the table it was sur-
rounded by a wreath of nsters.

Beaches.

Beaches are stretches of land bor-
dered on one side by the ocean and on
the other slde by summer hotels and
amusement concessions. Beaches fre
covered by sand, pebbles, seaweed,
ocenn breezes, 'rude stares and bath-
ing girls, The waves of the sea touch
the beach on one slde, and the ho-
tels and amusement schemes touch
- those who visit the heach on the other
slde. Love Is frequently made upon
the beach, but It is seldlom any more
enduring than any other house which

{s reared upon sands. Some people
visit. the heaches because they enjoy
the ocean breezes. Many people visit
the beaches because they have nothing
to do and because they know that there
I8 less than nothing to do on a beach,
and because they are sure that they.
can find any number of {dle people to
help them do it. Other people visit
the beaches because they have noth-
Ing to wear, and because they know
that next to nothing 1s worn on a
beach, and because they are sure they
will ind any number of ldle people
wearing next to nothing.—Life.

No Compromise.

Luke was weighted down with a
palr of feet of a size remurkable even
for a man of his color In the poly-
chrome of human kind. As he was
sitting one day engaged in the game
of chance which has to do with cubes
of bone with black dots upon their
sides, Sam approached. In his preoc-
cupation, Sam trod upon the foot of
Luke and remained planted there.
Luke turned upon him Indignantly.
“Git off'n dat foot,” he commanded.
“@it off. Git all de way off!"

She Screamed “Murder” at the Top of Her Voice.

made so the court generously remits
ted the plillory sentence, and nothing
more serious than decapltation hap-
pened to him.

_ The probability Is that the crime
would never have heen brought lome
to him but for that worthless brass
ring.

The Duliness of Routine.

It 18 remarkable how few events or
situations permitting mental exer-
clses there are In our histories; how
little exercised we have been In our
minds; how few experiences we have
had, 1 would fain be assured that |
am growing apace and frankly, though
my very growth disturb this dull equa-
nimity—though {t be with struggle
through long, dark, muggy nights or
gensons of gloom. [t would be well
if all our lives were a divine tragedy
instead of this trivial comedy or furce,
When at rare Intervals, some thought
visits ono, as perchance he I8 waiking
on a railvoad, then Indeed the cars go
by withrut his hearing them. Burt
soon by yome inexorable law, our life
goes by and the cars return.—Thoreau.

Extinction of the Buffalo.

The red man hunted nnd killed quite
often for the mere pleasure of slaying.
Herds were driven over cliffs for the
wild sport of the thing, or else were
hunted Into pounds and literally wiped
out of existence. The advance of the
white man did not help matters, and
finally the buffalo, as a wild creature,
was exterminated.

Too Much for Father.

Miss Pansy Pyetin's father says that
If she glves another party he's going
to leave home. He's perfectly willing
to grind the lIce cream freeser ull
afternoon, but he draws the Une at
having to put in half the night wind-
ing up the phonograph.

For Packing Tree Seedlings.
Oiled paper has been found to be
an excellent material for packing tree
seedlings, when shipped In crates,
When crates are not used, paper-lined
burlap makes a particulurly satisfac-
tory wrapper.

Amply Described.
“What kind of a fellow Is he?"
“0Oh, he's the kind of a fellow who
goes out for a walk with you and then
tells you how democratic he Is—not
afraid of belng seen with anybody."—
Yale Recorl

Improved Thumb Tacks.
Recently invented thumb tacks are
provided with handles to help in with-
drawing them, which fold down into
the heads of the tacks so as to be oul
of the way when not needed. I

INDIVIDUAL QUALITIES ARE IMPORTANT

]

Purebred Sow and Healthy Litter,

{(By W. L. BRLIZZARD,
Antmal Hushandry, Oklahoma
M College, Srililwater.)

A gomd breeder must be n good [ved-
er, us this is the basis of the husiness,
You can tuke good anbmals that bave
been developed for a few generntions
until established in great size and
quality combined so that the offspring
inherits them, Then pluce them I the
hands of a poor and indifferent breed
er and feeder and In n few generations
you will have them buck Into neir
original position, losing all of the lm-
provement and gnln,

Good blood |8 not everything. Not
every animal that cen furnish a pedi-
eree 18 desirnble for n breeder, thongh
his hreeding be of the very best. His
individunl qualltlies are the Important
part, and should equal the excellence
of his pedigree. There may be excep-
tions. Many men will hang onto n sow
because she has a splendid pedmree
when in conformation she 18 not a good
representative of the breed, Usuully
canses of this kind are a detriment to
the herd.

On the other hand, those who think
a pedigree is of little value will never
get very far In purebred live stock pro-
duction. A pedigree is of very little

Depaurtment of
A, and

value to a buyer of breeding anlinals
unless he knows something of the in=
dividunls found smong the uncestry
named. The hog breeder must Kknow
the bloodlines that are populur in the
bresd he is producing, and those that
are doing the most to bulld up the
breed,

IRememher, the hetter the breeding
stock the better are the chunces for im=-
proving the [ndividuals in the nerd,
and thereby bullding up o good nerd.
Henee the greater opportunity for sues
coss in the hog business,

Then again, you must feed and care
for what vou have alvendy, or they be-
come finer In spite of nll you can do
and will soon go hnek to the scerub
stage. Do not eross breeds, The best
cross for any breed is the feedbin

All feeding must be done with good
Judgment. Changing feed must be done
gradually.  Avoeid radical chunges, 14
a rutlon change Is made, It 15 linble to
disturb the condition of the animal,
and if she Is a sow suckling pigs, it 1s
very likely to be a serious dunger to
the lltter. Therefore, make alb
chunges of feed carefully, moderately
and gradually, so as not to Injure the
litter or sow,

iIlinols Highway Commission Gives In-
struction on Care and Maintenance
of Highways.

The following rules are given by the
Illinois highway commission:

Use a light drag.

Haul it over the road at an angle
go that a small amount of earth I8
pushed to the center of the road.

Drive the team at a walk.

Ride on the drag; do not walk.

Begin at one slde of the road, re-
turning up the opposite side,

Drug the road as soon after every
rain as possible, but not when the
mud 18 In such a condition as Lo stick
to the drag.

Do not drag a dry road.

Drag whenever possible at all sea-
sons of the year.

The width of traveling way to be
malintained by the drag should be
from 18 to 20 feet; first drag a little
more than the width of a single wheel
track, then gradually Increase untll
desired width Is obtalned,

Always drag a little earth toward
the centel of the roand until It Is ralsed
from 10 to 12 Inches above the edges
of the traveled way.

If the drag cuts too much shorten
the hitch,

The athount of earth that the drag
will earry along can be very conslder-
ably comtrolled by the driver, accord-

When the roads are first
after a very muddy spell the ws|
should drive, If possible, to om
until the roadway has a chance to
freeze or partially to dry out.

The best results from dragging are
obtalned only by repeunted application.

Remember that constant attention Is
necessury to maintain an earth road in
its best condition.

STORAGE OF DAIRY PRODUCTS

No Method Quite So Effective as Set~
ting Vessels Containing Them In
Running Water.

No other method of storing dalry
products—milk, eream and butter— I8
quite so effective In keeping them
fresh ns that of setting the vessels
containing them In running water,
either In a spring or some artificinl de-
vice for wvhe purpose. FKor the con=
venlence of the housewife and the
heulth and sanitation of the entire
family, every farmer ought to munage
to urrange such a place, which can be
done at slight cost on every farm,

Watch Young Apple Trees.
Watch young apple grafts closely to
see that they are not choked out by
sprouts that come out below the unlon,
Such suckers should be removed as
soon ns they anppear.

Exercise for Sows,
The hrood sows must have exercise

ingly as he stands near the cutting end
or away from It

every day.
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CONTROL OF SORGHUM SMUT

Treating Solution Made by Mixing of
Formalin With Water—S8prinkling
Seed ls Easy.

Kernel smut of the sorghum crops
may be controlled by the same treat-
ment given to kill oats smut. The
treating solution is made by mixing aJ
mint of formalin (also culled formal-
dehyde) with 80 to 40 gallons of wa-
ter. The seed mny elther be sprinkled
or immersed. Sprinkling is easler and
if done carefully is just as effective,
In the sprinkling method the seed 1s
spread out on a clean floor and the
golutlon Is applied with a gprinkiing
can. The seed is stirred while being
gprinkled. When each seed Is mols-
tened the seed Is plled up and covered
tightly with wet saacks, blanketd or
canvas for several hours. Then It is
gpread out to dry. Buccessive lots are
handled In the same way.

Treated seed should not come In
contact with containers that have held
untreated seed, unless those containers
have also been treated with the solu-
tion. Borghum smut causes o very

Inrge annual loss. It affects all of the
sorghums except milo,

Milo is sald pot to be affected by
smut, and mllo seed, therefore, does
not require tredtment.

Milk Is Good for Chicku
Feed ull of the spure milk, such am
buttermilk, sepurator mllk, and elab-
bered milk to the chicks. They rel-
ish it and It 1s good for them. It
matters not If 1t 8 sour provided It
e clean.

Geese are Profitable.

Ralsing geese for market Is an im-
portant industry and has proved very
profitnble. It stands mldway in Im-
portance between the chicken and tur-
key Industries.

Pinch Seed Onions.
Onfons goilng to seed should have
the tops pinched or the bulbs will not
develop ‘urther.

Get Ahead of Weevil.
Do not let the alfalfa weevil get
your crop of hay. Cut it before the

weevil spolls It,




